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sure Bob Hood will tell you, virtually unprece-
dented. Abroad, we are working hard without
relief, and we will continue to work until we
have this economy turned around again and
until every Julia Clayton in the United States
can not only be a great-grandmother but can
also look forward to an American economy for
her great-grandchildren that will be the envy
of the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Julia Clayton, McDonnell
Douglas employee, and Bob Hood, president,
Douglas Aircraft, and to an amended agreement
providing for U.S. assembly of 20 McDonnell
Douglas aircraft to be purchased by China and
originally to be assembled in China.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic Candidates in Los Angeles, California
November 4, 1994

Thank you very much. Senator Feinstein, Sen-
ator Boxer, Kathleen Brown, distinguished
Members of Congress and candidates on our
State Democratic ticket, to all of you who are
here, thank you for making me feel, as always,
so very welcome in Los Angeles and California.
I want to say a special word of thanks to the
gospel group, Charity, that entertained us so
well. They were great. Thank you. I want to
thank Marlee Matlin for her fine comments be-
fore; thank you for being here with us. Again
let me say, there are very few States who could
boast a slate of candidates for State office and
for the Congress as outstanding as those who
have already been introduced here tonight. But
I just want you to know, I am proud to be
here with all these nominees of my party and
your party that you will elect on Tuesday. I
thank them, and I thank you.

I want to talk tonight just for a minute about
what’s really at stake in this election. And I
want you to think about why—I was looking
at Dianne Feinstein tonight, and I was thinking,
I have been following public life in America
for a long time now. I never lived in Washington
as an elected official until 21 months ago, but
I’ve kind of kept up, like most of you. In my
lifetime, there has never been, ever, not one
time, a United States Senator who, in his or
her first 2 years in office, sponsored three major
legislative initiatives that will change the life of
America for the better, the assault weapons ban,
the zero tolerance for guns in schools, and the
largest wilderness bill in the history of the
United States, the California desert bill. Now,
how could we not give her a 6-year renewal?
We have to do it.

What is the argument of her opponent? It
is the argument they’re all making, really. It
is that Government is inherently bad, it’s inher-
ently irrelevant, it doesn’t make any difference:
‘‘Who cares what I say or do; it doesn’t make
any difference.’’ You look at these children be-
hind me and the children in this crowd; it does
make a difference to their future, and Dianne
Feinstein will make a difference. He said, ‘‘What
difference does it make if we pass any laws
in Washington; they’ve been up there passing
laws for 200 years.’’ He’s the first person ever
to seek the United States Senate to run not
only against Washington, he’s now running
against George Washington. [Laughter]

Folks, I don’t know about you, but I think
what Abraham Lincoln did in the Emancipation
Proclamation and the 13th, 14th, and 15th
amendments made a pretty big difference in
the life of this country. I don’t know about you,
but I think when we had one in four Americans
out of work and President Roosevelt came in
and lifted us up out of the dumps and got
us going forward, it made a difference in this
country. It’s not a partisan thing. When Presi-
dent Eisenhower signed the bill for the Inter-
state Highway System or President Nixon signed
the bill for the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, it made a difference in this country. This
guy is the only person who thinks that none
of this matters. You have to say no to people
who say it doesn’t matter, yes to Dianne Fein-
stein. It does matter. California matters. She
matters. Reelect her on Tuesday.

Look at—consider the candidacy of Kathleen
Brown. I don’t want to be presumptuous, but
I know something about being a Governor; I
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used to be one. And on the tough days in Wash-
ington, I think it’s the best job I ever had.
[Laughter] It is a joy. But it is only a joy if
every day you get up and you try to build.
The Governor’s office is not a place for blamers;
it’s a place for builders. It’s a place for people
who take responsibility and bring out the best
in us and bring us together and move forward.

When I think of what you have been through
in this State, with the recession, with the de-
fense cutbacks—the unemployment rate in Cali-
fornia when I took office was 9.4 percent. I
have done everything I could do to bring it
down to 7.7 percent, to get those 400,000 jobs,
to get this State going again. But I need a part-
ner here, someone who wants to work for Cali-
fornia, not point the finger of blame.

You know, I want to say two things about
your slogan here. The one is, I want to talk
about 187. But the first thing I want to do—
I’ve got plenty to say about that, but the first
thing I want to do is to ask you this: You’re
going to vote on 187, and I hope to goodness
you’re going to beat 187. But after the election
somebody is going to be Governor with 4 years
of hard work to do. Will you have a job? Will
your schools get better? Will your streets get
safer? Will your air get cleaner? Will your State
move forward? That is the question.

We don’t know what the incumbent wants
to do, but we know Kathleen Brown has a plan,
a good plan, that will make California a better
place, a building place. How did California be-
come the symbol of America’s future? By build-
ing, not by blaming; by bringing together, not
by tearing apart. Why does California have a
chance to lead our country into the 21st cen-
tury? Because of our diversity, not in spite of
it, because our diversity opens the world to us.

Now let me say this to people who disagree
with us on 187. Let me say this: It is true
that the State of California has borne an unfair
burden in the cost of illegal immigration. That
is true. And it is true that in tough times, that
burden is hard to bear. But what I want to
tell you is, from the day I became President,
because I had served with Governors in Cali-
fornia, in Florida, in Texas and other States,
I started to do something about it. I worked
with Senator Feinstein; I worked with Senator
Boxer; I worked with your congressional delega-
tion. I tried to work with your Governor. I didn’t
think it was a partisan issue. We have almost
doubled the border guards in San Diego. We
have provided funds for the first time for the

cost of incarceration. When I have been reduc-
ing the Government deficit, we have increased
by one-third the amount of money coming to
California to deal with the cost of illegal immi-
gration. We haven’t been laying down, folks,
we’ve been answering the call to do something
about it.

Do we need to do more? Yes, we do. But
this is not the answer. Look at 187; what does
it say? It says that the adults of this country
and the authorities are not able to keep illegal
immigrants out of California, so we will punish
their children. That’s what it says. It says, close
the health clinics to them, even if it creates
a public health problem for everybody else. It
says, turn the teachers into police officers and
kick the kids out on the street. Let me ask
the children here, don’t you think we’ve got
enough kids on the street already? We need
more kids in school, making this State a better
place.

Folks, the whole immigration system was a
mess when I took office 21 months ago. I am
trying to fix it. It is better than it was; it will
get better still. Now, a lot of the people who
are pointing the finger of blame at this election,
who are trying to make you mad, you angry,
you lash out, you vote for this, they helped
to create the problem. When the Governor was
a Senator, he voted for a bill to make it easier
for illegal immigrants to be in California, be-
cause powerful interests wanted them to work
for low wages. You know it as well as I do.
And then, when he became the Governor, and
a President of his party was in Washington, his
friend, his ally, he never raised a peep about
this to put any heat on him, and they did noth-
ing. Then when Senator Feinstein and Senator
Boxer and President Clinton showed up, we did
not say this about the Governor. We said noth-
ing bad. We opened our hands. We said, ‘‘Let’s
roll up our sleeves; let’s take responsibility; let’s
face this problem in a way that brings California
together, not drives California apart.’’ And that
is what I have tried to do. Get me a partner
in the Governor’s office who will do the same
thing.

Let me say again—let me say again, folks.
Why are they doing well? Because they say ‘‘If
we can just make the American people’’—this
is nationally and in California—‘‘if we can make
people mad enough, they will vote without
thinking. If we can make them cynical enough,
the Democrats will stay home. And if we can
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make them believe that Government is bad, that
it always makes things worse, then we win all
the way around because when the economy gets
better, we can say, well, that happened in spite
of the President and the Congress. If things
get better, we’ll say Government had nothing
to do with it. If it gets worse, we’ll blame Gov-
ernment. And we can say any kind of outrageous
thing we want to appeal to extremists and mean
elements in our country, and we can still get
elected.’’ That is their strategy.

Well, let me ask you something. I don’t know
about you, but I think it mattered when you
had that earthquake and we produced $11.5 bil-
lion in record time. I think it mattered when
we fixed I–5 and all the other roads in record
time, something never before done in the
United States of America. Do you know, today
we reopened the last earthquake-damaged free-
way, the Route 14 connector on I–5? I think
that matters, and I think you think it matters.

I think it matters that 4.9 million families
in California are protected by the family leave
bill, so they can take a little time off when
a child is born or a parent sick without losing
a job. I think it matters. I think it matters when
2.1 million families in this State get an income
tax cut so they can raise their children and work
and not be in poverty. I think that matters.

After all you’ve been through with the cost
of higher education going through the roof, I
think it matters that our student loan reform
makes 1.6 million Californians eligible for lower
cost college loans. And when we put hundreds
of millions of dollars into defense conversion
and give a third of it to people out here strug-
gling to get off of the terrible recession you’ve
been through, that matters. When we invest in
scientific research at your laboratories and create
jobs, it matters. When we revitalize the ship-
building industry in San Diego, it matters. When
we do these things, it matters.

When we do things that build the future,
it counts. That’s why today we had this wonder-
ful news that unemployment is at a 4-year low,
that over 5 million new jobs have now been
created. That matters. That makes a difference.

Folks, you have to decide what sort of future
you want. I want a strong America. And what
makes us strong? What makes us strong is
strength abroad and strength at home. We can-
not be strong abroad, even though we have the
strongest military, unless we have strong families
and strong education system and safe streets

and good jobs. That is the strength we are
bringing to America, and we need to keep right
on doing it. We don’t need to turn back now.

And this whole thing comes down to the state
of mind of the people of California on election
day, because if people are cynical and angry,
they either won’t vote or they will vote against
their own interests. You know, as a parent, one
of the first things I tried to do, like most par-
ents, as soon as my child was old enough to
understand it, was to say, ‘‘Never, never make
an important decision when you are mad. When
you are mad, count to 10 before you say some-
thing.’’ And every time I only got to 2, I wound
up in a lot of trouble. [Laughter]

Now that is exactly what the Republicans are
trying to get you to do in this election. You
look at the Wilson ads; you look at the Huff-
ington ads; you listen to them. What they want
you to do is not to take time to count to 10,
not to remember that this State is the hope
of America, not to remember what we can do
when we’re at our best. They want you to lash
out, or they want you to give up. They want
you to stay home or come out and vote for
not the future but the past. That is what is
going on in this election. If you say, ‘‘No thank
you, we are going forward in jobs, forward in
bringing our deficit down, forward in investing
in our future, forward in education, forward in
building strong families,’’ we will win. We will
win because you will win. You will win. We’ll
win.

Now, I just want you to think about this.
I know you think I’m beating a dead horse,
but I’ve been all over this country and I know
what I’m talking about. We will win if people
think and feel their best and look at the record
and look at the positions. And if that happens,
Dianne Feinstein will be reelected. It is unbe-
lievable that anybody with her record should
even have a close race. You need to send her
back there with an enormous, enormous ovation
of support. And Kathleen Brown will be elected
because she represents the future, not the past,
for California.

Folks, I have done everything I know to do
to be a good partner to the people of California.
I have done everything I know to do. I have
tried to take this immigration issue on. I’ve tried
to bring this economy back. I’ve tried to help
you with defense conversion. I’ve tried to help
you build your high-tech base. I’ve tried to help
you sell your products all over the world. I have
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tried to do things that no President has ever
done. The farmers in the valley are selling Cali-
fornia rice to Japan for the first time under
this administration. And we did not do any of
that by going to work in a cynical, negative
frame of mind, saying that we’re never going
to make anything good happen.

My fellow Americans, your Government is
neither good nor bad, inherently. It is our tool.
It is a reflection of us. Whether it is good or
bad, what it does, how much it costs, how well
we do it is a function of what we believe and
where we are going. Let’s go into the future.

Let’s don’t go back. Let’s don’t go back. Let’s
don’t go back.

Every one of you, promise yourselves you’re
going to ask somebody to vote for Dianne Fein-
stein, vote for Kathleen Brown, vote no on 187.
Go see your neighbors, and turn it around. Go
forward! Yes to the future!

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:01 p.m. at City
Hall. In his remarks, he referred to actress Marlee
Matlin.

Remarks to the National Association of Realtors in Anaheim, California
November 5, 1994

Thank you very much, Bob Elrod, for those
kind remarks. Gil Woods, Secretary Cisneros,
I’m delighted to have you with me here today,
and I thank you for your outstanding work in
the area of housing, for all the things you are
doing to make our country a better place. I’d
also like to thank the United States Marine
Corps Band from El Toro who played before
I came. I thank them.

I am delighted to be here with all of you,
including, I understand, hundreds of you from
36 nations, including some newly emerging
economies, who have traveled here for this con-
vention.

I was kind of looking forward to coming here
today. You know, Saturday is traditionally mov-
ing day in America, and families think about
moving toward new homes. For me, it was just
another opportunity to move out of Washington
and come see you. [Laughter]

This has been an interesting 2 years for me.
There have been some great times and some
not-so-great times, some that were exhilarating
and some that were nearly bizarre. Some days
I feel like the boy who told his mother that
he really didn’t feel like going to school, and
his mother said, ‘‘But Son, you have to go to
school. I raised you to do the right thing.’’ He
said, ‘‘But it’s not fun for me at school anymore,
Mother. I mean, the students don’t like me.
The teachers don’t like me. The coaches groan
when I walk by. Even the custodial workers
don’t like me.’’ She said, ‘‘Son, you have got

to go to school. You’re intelligent; you’re
healthy. You don’t have a good excuse. Besides,
you’re 45 years old, and you’re the principal.’’
[Laughter] So I try to show up, regardless. And
I’m glad to show up here today.

Today I want to talk with you about the
dream of homeownership and the larger Amer-
ican dream of which it is a part and what we
can do together to keep the economic renewal
that began 21 months ago going. I ran for Presi-
dent of this great land of ours because I felt
that for too long our National Government had
neglected issues that are fundamental to our
national strength, our security, and our future:
good jobs, strong families, better schools, safe
streets, and a world more full of security, trade,
freedom, and peace.

In this country, when I took office, we had
already been grappling for 30 years with pro-
found social problems that have disturbed every
person in this great hall today, affecting the
breakdown of our families, our communities, the
rise of crime and drugs and gangs and guns.

We have lived, and certainly you have lived,
with about 20 years of economic stagnation for
many ordinary Americans who are the bulk, the
heart and soul of the home-buying public, peo-
ple who work year in and year out for wages
that have barely kept up and often have not
kept up with inflation. And we have had—we
had had 12 years of a policy which became
loosely known as trickle-down economics, with
which I deeply disagreed and with which you
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